                          Who is Supreme? -The Quest of Brghu MuniPRIVATE 

Narrator: Long ago and still to this present day, India's rivers serve as the major resource for 

social, economic and household purposes. The Ganges, Yamuna, and Sarasvati are considered 

sacred because they have their source in the Spiritual World. They flow down the Himalaya 

Mountains towards the sea and sages and saintly persons reside on their banks. Pilgrims come 

from all over the world to hear from and serve these renunciates. One such river, the Sarasvati, 

became the setting for a philosophical discussion concerning the three principle directors of the 

material cosmos: Brahma, Siva and Vishnu. The question was raised, "Who amongst these

predominating Deities is supreme?" And so the conversation ensued:

1st Sage: According to Vedic authority, the all-auspicious Siva must always be considered the 

top-most because he is Mahadev, the great God. 

2nd Sage: It is Brahma who created the cosmos, by manifesting the quality of Passion. Siva, 

master of the quality of Ignorance, is aloof from the whole passing phantasmagoria until it is 

time for him to execute it's destruction. 

3rd Sage: But, it is Vishnu, governing the quality of Goodness, Who maintains everything and o 

maintain a thing is more difficult than to create or destroy it. How can we weigh the result 

against the action?  All three qualities are manifest and executed perfectly in every way. 

1st Sage: This is most interesting. Why don't we test each of these Deities to find out the answer to our question. I say we appoint Brghu Muni to investigate and personally meet these three personalities. 

2nd Sage: None of us will dispute his faultless character and he is himself related to Brahma 

and Siva by lineage. Would you agree to help us, Brghu Muni? 

Brghu Muni: Indeed I do. I feel most fortunate to carry out this  service! 

(The sages depart for their bhajan kutirs and Brghu Muni sets out for Brahmaloka, the abode of his father, Lord Brahma. Although it is situated at the topmost level of this material universe, Brghu Muni could travel there instantly without a material vehicle, just by his vast mystic powers.)

Brghu Muni: (to himself) I will feel most uncomfortable doing this, but when I meet Lord 

Brahma, I will test his tolerance by not uttering a word to him and then see his reaction. I know

that it is the role of a son or disciple to offer respects and prayers to his father and teacher but 

this is the only way I can reach a conclusion without directly involving him. 

Brahma:   Brghu Muni! How are you my son? (Brahma waits for a response.) It has been a long time since we've been together! Brghu, what is this? Why do you not show proper respect? Have you been cursed to act as a demon? Is that why you do not practice the etiquette between family members?  (becoming angry) You are most impudent! May I remind you of my power to chastise you with a curse! Shall I demonstrate the quality of my anger upon you? I'll teach you for ignoring me! (frustrated) Ohhh! What am I saying? I will restrain my wrath because you are my son. I pray that this evil arrogance within you shall soon depart! 

Narrator: Brghu Muni left without saying a word to his father. Lord Brahma had shown that he was not completely immune to attachment and undesirable qualities. Aware that his task was indeed very dangerous and risky Brghu Muni still decided to take an even bolder approach when testing his brother, Lord Siva. 

       Generally when brothers or friends meet they embrace warmly but Brghu Muni was 

intent on refusing contact with his brother just to see his reaction. By his mystic powers, he 

traveled to Mount Kailash where Lord Siva always sits in meditation, accompanied by his 

consort, Parvati. 

Siva: Brghu!! Jai! What an auspicious occasion! How do you fare? (Lord Siva advances to embrace Brghu Muni but Brghu Muni resists. Lord Siva laughs and again approaches.) Sometimes brothers do become a little frivolous, don't they? 

Brghu Muni: Don't touch me! You're unclean, not having bathed for so long and your body is 

always smeared with ashes from the   crematorium grounds. 

Siva:  Are you mad, Brghu? 

Brghu Muni: No, you are most untouchable, being steeped in the quality of Ignorance. 

Siva:     If you don't know how to treat a brother, then I can be just as nasty or even worse! I am

half a mind to put an end to your very existence, my brother! 

(Readying his trident against Brghu) Defend yourself! 

Parvati:  (interjecting with great alarm) No, my dear husband! Please consider the error in such an act. Brghu Muni is your brother and a Brahmana.If you kill him, this would be a most impious act and a most horrible reaction would come of it. Please, don't lose your tolerance. Your brother may be at fault but you cannot better the situation by putting him to death! Please have mercy! 

Siva:   Your life is spared, my brother. Had these words of wisdom not pacified me, you would have found yourself in a sorry condition, and I also. Please, just go now.  

Narrator: Lord Siva had also shown that he had some attachment to material conditions and that 

he could be moved to anger. Again, Brghu Muni set out without revealing his mission. This 

time he traveled to Vishnuloka, the abode of Lord Vishnu where Lord Vishnu was lying down n

meditation while Laxmi, the Goddess of Fortune, massaged His Lotus Feet. Brghu Muni 

contemplated the different degrees of offense described in the Vedas. A mental offense is

the least of offenses and not being completely known by the other party, is easily forgiven. A 

verbal offense is more painful to the person but can still be forgiven. Generally, everyone takes 

great care to protect and make comfortable his own body, so if one's body is physically

attacked, ordinary persons are gravelly offended. 

Laxmi:    My dear Lord, a gentle Brahmana has come to visit you! 

(Brghu Muni directly proceeded towards Lord Vishnu and forcibly puts his foot upon the chest 

of Lord Vishnu!) 

Vishnu: My dear Brghu Muni, this is indeed a great blessing that you have come to my abode!

How unfortunate that I was not prepared to receive you properly! It was a great offense on my

part and I beg you to forgive me. Please make your seat here upon my throne and purify this

Vaikuntha place. One other concern I have is for your foot.

Brghu Muni: My foot?? 

Vishnu:   I know that your feet are soft like lotuses and my chest  is as hard as a thunderbolt. 

So, when you mercifully placed your foot on my chest to chastise me for not receiving you 

properly, I think that you foot may have been wounded. Perhaps I could relieve the pain. 

(Lord Vishnu massages the foot of Brghu Muni.) 

       O Brahmana, because of the touch of your lotus feet, my chest has become sanctified

 and therefore certainly the Goddess of Fortune will always reside there.

(Brghu Muni is momentarily overcome and cannot speak.)

Brghu Muni: My dear Lord Vishnu, You completely strike me with wonder at Your behavior. Please accept my humble respects. My Lord, Your quality of pure goodness is rare and worthy of being glorified throughout the entire creation. I can understand that You are supreme amongst all the demigods therefore I take shelter of Your Lotus Feet. Please forgive me for this intrusion. Personally, I did not need to test You, but I have caused this event to take place so that, for all time, all may know when historically it was proven that You are beyond all material considerations and qualities.

1st Sage: My dear Brghu Muni, this is indeed a wondrous narration that you have described to 

us. Surely, we must now conclude that Lord Vishnu, situated in uncontaminated goodness, is 

the one Supreme Lord Who is worshipable by all the demigods.

2nd Sage: Yes, this is so. Indeed, it is most astonishing that Lord Vishnu did not become in the least disturbed despite being kicked by Brghu Muni, while Brahma and Siva became overwhelmed with anger at much slighter offenses.

3rd Sage: But, now that this truth is known to us, what is our duty? What path should we follow to worship the Lord?

BrghuMuni: If one follows the path of Vaisnava-dharma one will become perfect. But, if he follows some other process that does not lead to understanding the Supreme Lord Vishnu, then it is all useless. All our activities should be performed with love and devotion to Lord Vishnu, Who has great love for us all. Only in this way can we obtain relief from the miseries of this material world. Let us chant Hare Krsna together. (Kirtan) 

Narrator: So, thus the matter was settled. All the followers of the Vedas accept Lord Vishnu as 

the Supreme Deity amongst all the demigods. Also, it is interesting to note that, since this

event, Lord Vishnu always has a mark on His chest called Brghupada to show His affection for 

the Brahmanas. Laxmi always dwells on the chest of Lord Visnu in her form as the Srivatsa. 

Laxmi, however, was not satisfied by the apologies of Brghu Muni and vowed to never live in 

the house of a Brahmana. Therefore, in this age, the Brahmanas never have an abundance of 

material possessions. 









